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We exchange gifts at Christmas because of the incredible gift that God has given
us—His Son. Jesus was the original, one-of-a-kind, unparalleled gift that God
intended for every person on earth. This gift inspired the Apostle Paul to write:
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Cor. 9.15). This Advent Season we
will look at five specific gifts offered us through the person of Jesus Christ. We
begin with the Gift of Hope.
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Hope is looking forward with confidence to a future good. As believers, our
hope is in Christ and his resurrection which enables us to live victoriously here
on earth. But as we live in this world of fear, disbelief, and doubt, what can we
do to keep hope alive? The story of Jesus’ presentation at the temple gives
some hints to how we can make use of this divine gift of Hope which enables us
to live with confidence and expectation until Christ returns.
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What is God saying to me? What am I going to do about it?
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