January 5, 2020

2020: First Things First
Matthew 6.25-33

What kind of year was 2019 for you spiritually?

□

First of the Month: TITHE
“‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit
from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. Leviticus 27.30
“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’

First Things First

□

First part of the Day: SEEK GOD
O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You;
My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.
Psalm 63.1 NKJV
32

That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick
and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and
Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many
demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew
who he was.

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—
because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room
enough to store it.
Malachi 3.8-10
6

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And
God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
2 Corinthians 9.6-8

35

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left
the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon
and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him,
they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”
Mark 1.32-35

Which Emoji above described the kind of year you had spiritually in
2019?

□

First Day of the Week: WORSHIP

Which of these ‘Firsts’ would have the biggest impact on your life in
2020?

On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Acts 20.7
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10.24-25

What is God saying to me?
What am I going to do about it?
Audio copies of today’s sermon can be found on our website beaverdambaptist.org
Click on the ‘sermons’ link.

